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To the kind  attention of:  
ECTRIMS Secretariat 

Peter Merian-Strasse 80 
CH-4002 Basel 

Switzerland 

secretariat@ectrims.eu 

 

Executive Commitee 
President  

Professor Michel Clanet 
CHU Hôpital Purpan Service de Neurologie 

Place du Docteur Baylac - TSA 40031 - 31059  
Toulouse cedex 9 , France  

  
Vice-President  

Professor Maria Trojano 
Dip. Scienze Neurologiche e Psichiatriche 

Università di Bari - Ospedale Consorziale Policlinico  
Piazza Giulio Cesare n° 11, 70124 Bari, Italy  

 

Secretary  
Professor Xavier Montalban 

Hospital Vall d’Hebron 
Unitat de Neuroimmunologia 

Ps.Vall d’Hebron, 119-129. Edifici Antiga EUI 2ª pl  
08035 Barcelona, Spain  

 
Treasurer  

Professor Per Soelberg-Sørensen 
MS Research Unit - Copenhagen University Hospital 

Rigshospitalet, sect. 6311 Blegdamsvej 9 
2100 Copenhagen, Denmark  

 
Members  

Professor Franz Fazekas 
Universitätsklink für Neurologie 

Medizinische Universität Graz 
Auenbruggerplatz 22  

Graz, Austria 
 

Professor Ralf Gold 
St. Josef-Hospital/Ruhr University Bochum 

Department of Neurology 

D-44791 Bochum, Germany 
 

Professor David Miller 
Department of Neuroinflammation 

Institute of Neurology 
University College London 

Queen Square, London, WC1N 3BG, United Kingdom 
 

With copy to:  
Professor M.A. Battaglia 
Professor G.L Mancardi 

Professor G. Comi 
Main offices 

mailto:secretariat@ectrims.eu
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Bologna, October 15th 2011 
 
 
“Professor Mario Alberto Battaglia and a not declared conflict of interest in 
the CoSMo study Presentation”.  

 

Dear Sirs/Madams  

 

on Thursday 20th of October, Professor M.A. Battaglia (President of FISM) is 

going to speak during the fifth joint triennial congress ECTRIMS – ACTRIMS on 

behalf of Steering Committee of CoSMo study: “Observational Study of the 

Prevalence of CCSVI in Multiple Sclerosis and in Other Neurodegenerative 

Diseases” 

 

Our Association has heard with astonishment what Prof. M.A. Battaglia 

publicly declared, referring about conflict of interest in the post notes of 

abstract of his speech: “no conflict of interest to declare”.i 

 

The controversial matter of the relation between CCSVI and Multiple Sclerosis 

does not seem extraneous at all to the interests of pharmaceutical companies; 

several sectors of the public opinion and of patients perceive, rightly or not, 

this conflict of interest as a slowing down element for a free research on the 

matter. 

 

Therefore we wonder if Professor Battaglia, being President of FISM (Italian 

Multiple Sclerosis Foundation) and Managing Director of AISM (Italian 

Multiple Sclerosis Association), would not have had to declare that the 

foundation that he chairs and the association that he presides, receive funds 

from pharmaceutical companies Biogen Dompè and Merck Serono, as you 

may check on their website.ii 

 

Prof. Battaglia is to speak at the Congress on behalf of Steering Committee of 

CoSMo. Hence we  believe it is logical that CoSMo study presentation should 

also denounce the conflict of interests of its main researchers, who have 

correctly declared in their recent scientific publications  the numerous 

pharmaceutical companies with which they kept economic relationships. 
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In fact, Prof. G. L. Mancardiiii declared to have kept economic relationships 

with the following companies: Bayer Schering, Biogen-Idec, Merck Serono, 

Sanofi-Aventis, whereas Prof. G. Comi iv v vi vii  kept relationships with Merck 

Serono, Novartis, Sanofi-Aventis, Teva Pharmaceuticals, Biogen-Dompé, Bayer 

Schering Pharma AG, Serono Symposia International Foundation. 

 

We are aware of the strong influence that pharmaceutical industry exerts on 

the world research in the medical field; for this reason the declaration of 

conflict of interests is a fundamental instrument, maybe the unique 

instrument that patients have, to verify the scientific objectivity of the 

content and results  of a study. 

 

AISM has always declared the will to conduct its own epidemiologic study  on  

MS and CCSVI with reliability, to protect the scientific truth and the patients, 

in order to give clear and concrete answers to the MS patients. We are 

strongly convinced that an association of patients should always verify the 

correctness to carry out a research study. Omissions of the conflict of 

interests do not help us to hope for correctness; it risks to create shadows on 

the seriousness of ECTRIMS itself. 

 

In conclusion, considering the need of transparency towards patients and all 

the participants of your prestigious congress, we wonder if it is appropriate 

that you should solicit Prof. Battaglia to correct urgently his declaration, and 

that this rectification could appear in the convention proceedings. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

Gisella Pandolfo 

 National President CCSVI nella SM – Onlus 

 

 
Nicoletta Mantovani 

Honorary President CCSVI nella SM – Onlus  
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i
  M.A. Battaglia “Observational Study of the Prevalence of CCSVI in Multiple Sclerosis and in Other 

Neurodegenerative Diseases”: 

http://registration.akm.ch/einsicht.php?XNABSTRACT_ID=138724&XNSPRACHE_ID=2&XNKO
NGRESS_ID=150&XNMASKEN_ID=900 

 
ii
  Ringraziamenti  AISM: http://www.aism.it/index.aspx?codpage=ringraziamenti 
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vi
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